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Korfball, Tug of War and Others Apply for 2020 Olympic Games Inclusion
The 2020 Summer Olympies in Tokyo could have a decidedly different look as 26 sports have applied to be
consideéred lor addition to the Olympic program.
According to Jim Armstrong of the Associated Press (h/it Yahoo) , the Olympic hopefuls include unheralded sports such
as korfball and tug of war, but bids have alse been submitted by the likes of baseball. softball and American football.
Here is a full listing of the sports that the International Olympic Committes will discuss:

2020 Summer Olympics Inclusion Application List

Mo, Sport 362015 2262015 3.09.2015 2016
Forecas The first prelimindry screening 1OC Submission 10C
Sport journid Sport journal Copy

i Alr sporis

American football

3 Baseball-softhall 8 i 2 o

i Bowls

3 Bowling & @ ? 2

f Bridge O

7 Chiess

4 Dance sport )

o Floorball

10 Flying di=c

11 Kamte o ] i )

12 Korfball

13 Methall

14 Oirienteering

15 Palo

I Racquetball

17 Roller sports O s ? ?

I Sport climhing ] i) 2 2

19 Squash o i@ % 2

20 Sumo

2 Surfing ) P 7

22 Tug of war O

23 Linderwater

24 Waterski

25 Wakebhoard &)

26 Wushu ] 4 ?

Japan’'s Nol sport newspaper eosin, see [/

BBE€ Sport
Olympic Games: Bridge, chess & tug of war apply for 2020 inclusion
Would you consider chess and bridge to be sports?

Well, whatever your view. you might be watching them in the 2020 Olympics.
The penteel pursuits are among 26 sports o apply for inclusion in the Tokyo Games.

Air sports, floorball, flying disc, tug of war, sumo, polo, orenteering, korfball, dance sport, racquetball, roller sports,
witkeboard and wushu have also put in o formal reguest to be part of the programme.

Floorball is a type of floor hockey featuring six plavers, while wushu is derived from traditional Chinese martial arts.



Maore mainstream sports to apply include American foothall, karate, squash, netball and bowls, which proved so popular
at last year's Commonwealth Games in Glasgow.

The inclusion of bridge or chess would pave the way for people of more advanced years to compele al the Olvmpics,

The oldest Olympian is Swedish shooter Oscar Swahn, who was 72 when he won Silver in the double shot running deer
contest at the 1920 Games in Anitwerp.

Tug of war at the 1908 Olympics The United States team competing in the 1908 London Olympics at the White City
Stadium

Tug of war was parl ol the Olympic programme between 908 and 1920 with Great Britain winning five medals,
including two golds.

The combined bid from baseball and softball, dropped after the 2008 Beijing Games, is considered a favourite because of
the popularity of those sports in Japar.

A shorthist will be announced on 22 June with finalists making a presentation in Tokvo in August, before organisers make
recommendations to the International Olympic Committee (10C ) by 30 September.

The 10C will make a final decision in August 2016, when it meets ahead of the Olympics in Rio de Janeiro.

Toshire Muto., chief executive officer of the Tokyo organising committes, said that sports "must be popular with young
people, give momentum 1o Tokyo 2020 and meet 10C standards” to be considered for inclusion.

Under the 10C's 'Olympic Agenda 2020° reforms, host cities can propose the addition of one or more sports for their
Ciames,

The 28-sport cap for future summer Olympics has been dropped but they will be restricted to 10,500 athletes and 310
events,

The full list of 26 sports to apply is: Air Sports, American football, baseball-softball. bowls. bowling, bridge, chess, dance
sport, floorball, fying disc. karate, korfball, netball, orfenteering, polo, racquetball, roller sports. sport climbing. squash,
sumo, surfing, tug of war, underwater sports, waterski and wakeboard and wushu.

CBC Sport
CBC wins Olympic rights for 2018, 2020
What sport do you think should be included in the 2020 Olympies?

Tug of war (377 votes) 26%n
Snooker (86 votes) Yo
Bridge (31 votes) 2%
Surfing (247 votes) 16%
Orienteering (83 votes) 6%
Chess (116 votes) 8%
Sumo wrestling (51 votes) 3%
Baseball & softball (210 votes} 4%
Bowling (20 votes) 1%
Korfball (18 voles) | %
Squash (74 votes) 5%
American football (75 voies) 5%

None of these! {136 votes) 045




ABC News

The organisers ol the 2020 Olympics have nominated eight new sporls for possible inclusion in the Tokvo Games,
including surfing, bowling and Japanese favourite baseball.

The list, which will be narcowed down in August before being presented to the International Olymipic Committee for a
decision, comprises of baseball/sofiball, bowling, karate, roller sports. sports climbing. squash, surling and martial arls,

“We have chosen them based on three principles the Tokyo committee has decided.” panel chair Fujio Mitarai said.

According o the committee, new sports 0 be added to the 2020 Olympics should be popular among young people and
"add value to the Games by engaging the Japanese population and new audiences worldwide".

They alse said their selection should be "open and fair”.
"There was no objection. It was decided unanimously.”

Both softball and baseball which are combined in the nomination list — are hugely popular in Japan, where
professional teams are avidly followed. The sports last featured at the Beijing Olympics in 2008.

Mr Mitarai said he could not give details of why each sport was on the list, but the inclusion of pastimes like howling
and surfling was sure to be popular.

"One thing | can say is that they're popular among young people. Many are engaged in them globally,” he said.

The eight sports have been picked fram a longlist of 26 that Tokyo 2020 organisers released earlier this month.

They included tug of war, polo and the World Underwater Federation — which oversees sporls such as free diving,
spearfishing and submerged hockey — as well as billiards and American football,

Sporting federations excited at Olympic prospects

The nomination process requires Tederations overseeing the nominated sporls to submit proposals of specific events.
which will allow Tokyo 2020 organisers narrow down their list over the summer.

"We'll submit proposals on the kinds of events,” specifically which sport and what format it will be played in, vice-chair
Toshire Muto said.

"We don't know at the moment” how many and what Kinds of events the eight federations are considering to propose, he
said.

But the move has caused excitement amongst the federations involved.

"Meedless 1o say we are thrilled 1o be included on the Tokyo 2020 shortlist,” World Bowling president Kevin Domberger
said.
"World Bowling has worked hard over the last several years on our deficiencies and it is paying off. The hard part is

coming.”

The International Roller Sports Federation (FIRS) said: "FIRS is of course excited and proud 1o be included in the short
list for Tokyo 2020,"

™’y



"The Olympic goal is for the Roller Sports the most desired wim and all our efforts are now addressed towards it," FIRS
siid.

Tokyo bauling government over Olympic costs

The nomination of new sports has become something of a sideshow in Tokyo, where a row is raging over who is going
to pay for the centrepicee venue,

Tokyo officials have balked at a central government demands that the city contribute around $400 million towards the
cost of the new Nationzl Stadium,

Tokyo governor Yoichi Masuzoe has accused the national administration of "behaving like the Imperial Army,” and said
hints that fegislation could be passed allowing the central government to order Tokyo to pay would be "unconstitutional”,

Sports minister Hakubun Shimomura has proposed scaling back stadium plans, including scrapping the retractable roof, in
a bid to control escalating costs,

But his decision to lobby Tokyo for almost 30 per cent of the estimated total construction bill of $1.4 billion enraged My
Masuzne.

Mr Shimomura wants to wait until afier the Olympics to add a retractable roof and has called for 30.000 of the stadium's
80.000 seats to be temporary. to reduce the financial burden and fo complete construction in time for the 2019 Rughy
Weorld Cup in Japan,

The Olympic siadium has faced two years of widespread criticism. with prominent Japanese architects lambasting
traqi-British architect Zaha Hadid's futuristic designs, and the budget has been slashed by 40 per cent,

The old National Stadium, built for the 1964 Tokyo Olympics, was recently demolished and construction on the new
venue is scheduled to begin in October.




